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Kipahulu Memories
By Ward Mardfin

In June 1961, I first arrive in Hana from Darien,
Connecticut with my friend, John Woodbridge, whose
father is a business associate of Sam Pryor. We are to
spend the summer in the Kipahulu Plantation House and
have the use of Pryor's green jeep. I am 17 years old,
between junior and senior year in high school, and on my
own for the first time. William Kobae Starkey, Kipahulu
Ranch foreman, is supposed to be in charge of us but he
lives in Wakiu (Hana) and we are 15 miles away.

As the sun sets on the day we move in, a mid-thirtyish
Hawaiian man with short curly hair and a very wiry body
comes over and introduces himself - Jackie Kaiwi, he lives
right next door with his large family. He is a cowboy.
Jackie tells me the story of a Hawaiian mo'o that can take
the form of a man and can do bad things. I have some
difficulty understanding it all, but it is fascinating.

We make friends with two of Jackie's sons, Paul and
Leroy, and with Randy and Nani Smith's children, Ronald,
Lorraine, and MargyAnn. The Smith's live in the house on
the other side of the Kaiwi's. Leroy is a little younger but
the other four are aged 13 to 15. John and I are almost all
the haoles in Kipahulu except for Mr. William Rost who
came out from Pennsylvania during World War II, married
a Hawaiian woman and raised a family.

During the next four weeks, Paul and Ronald are very
patient with me as I constantly ask them to repeat
themselves and speak more slowly. Finally(!), I start to be
able to understand pidgin.

A few evenings a week, up to eight of us pile into the
jeep and drive into Hana. Sometimes it is to watch the
volleyball games in the Park; sometimes it is to see a movie
at the Theater. On a sunny weekend we might watch the
men play baseball or dive off Hana wharf into the blue
waters of Hana Bay. Then we all get in the jeep for the
windy drive back home to Kipahulu.

Most of the men in Kipahulu work for the Ranch as
Cowboys. Uncle Herman Nelson's family has the home on the
makai side of the road across from the Ranch stables. Joe
and his wife, Anna, live in a yellow wooden house on the
makai side of the road but 100 yards closer to Hana just
past the small wooden St. Paul's Catholic Church. John Park
lives halfway to Hana.
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$a% o, Aloha, My name is Irene Pavao. For the
Y & past 5 years, I have been a trustee here
at the Hana Cultural Center. I now serve
N as the President of the Board of Direc-
gL fors. My Ohana (family) has lived in Lower
< Nahiku for the past 6 generations. I have
" lived in Hana for 17 years and I work as
the Branch Manager at the Hana Public and School
Library.

This year we have truly seen many wonderful things
happen here at the Hana Cultural Center. One has been
an increase in inquiries and requests for the material in
our archives room. Our archive contains more than 5000
photos, hundreds of artifacts from the Hana area and
many interesting books. Please come and explore the past

through our historical exhibits in the museum, courthouse,
and on the grounds of the Cultural Center.

Here are just a few things that happened this past year,
new displays in the museum and the courthouse- Visitors
and local residents have enjoyed the photos and history
of East Maui Music exhibit and also the exhibit of April 1
1946 Tsunami (Big Wave) that hit the Hana area. One of
our Upcoming exhibitions for 2006 will be "Plantation
Days".

Summer Aloha Fridays-Every Friday afternoon this past |
summer the Cultural Center provided Hawaiian cultural
activities such as lei making, ukulele playing and hula
dancing for visitors and local residents held under our
Hale Mua (eating house).

Our oral history project, "Kupuna Tell Me a Story”
continued with interviews taking place from Keanae to
Kaupo. Through the Maui Visitors Bureau, we were very
fortunate to have a display at the Kahului Airport for 6
months about our “History of East Maui Music” exhibition. |

Our yearly Ho'olaule’a (festival) held on the Cultural
Center grounds was a great success. Its theme was the ‘
History of East Maui Music and featured local songs and ‘
groups including professional singer Pekelo Cosma. The |
theme for this year's Ho'olaule'a is going to be the history
of East Maui's food.

As President of the Board of Directors, I would like to
extend my most sincere appreciation to Meiling Rossi, for
all her hard work and dedication. Her leadership with her
staff and professionalism in all that she does is always
coupled with a friendly smile. She is always ready to help
you out in any way possible.

On behalf of the board of directors, trustees, and staff
we would like to thank all our member donors, benefactors
and volunteers for your continuing support in helping us to
fullfill our mission: to collect, organize, describe,
preserve, research, make available, interpret, and
disseminate the history of the district of Hana.

The future existence of the Hana Cultural Center
depends on the support from Life Members, Annual
Members and Donors. Any support is greatly appreciated.
Please come visit, talk story and stay awhile here at the
Cultural Center here in Hana, Maui.

Mahalo!
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HCC's
“Directors”

Meiling Rossi Leinaala Estrella

We are pleased to announce the New Directors of The Hana
Cultural Center. Leinaala & Meiling are both born and raised in
Hana. Today, they are raising their own families and feel lucky to
be in Hana. These ladies feel very fortunate to be in a position to
make a difference in assuring that the history of Hana will be
preserved for the future generations and also share it with people
from around the world.

They both bring their unique ideas to the Center and together
they make a great team. We look forward to the many programs
and projects they will bring to the Hana Cultural Center.

Mission Statement:
Collect, organize, describe, preserve, research, make available,
interpret & disseminate the history of the district of Hana.
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MEMBERSHIP
Annual Members:
$20
Lifemembers:
$250
Support and become a
member today.
Members receive a 10%

BOARD OF TRUSTEES dis“g‘{:’; fy'\"°m our
Irene Pavao- President ITTshop.
Jack!e Kahula- Vice President Thank You
Bonnie Kerr- Secretary H i W '
Ward Mardfin- Treasurer oward Manaols
John Hanchett Jr- Trustee &
Esse Sinenci- Trustee Arnold Lono
for maintaining the

The Hana Cultural Center is
a not for profit organization
and is exempt from federal
tax under section 501,¢,(3)
of the IRS Code.
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Kipahulu Memories Continued...

The cowboys' work is hard but they often are laughing
telling stories. I watch them spraying the fields with a
poison to keep the weeds under control. To do this they
pull a big tanker with long black hoses sticking out. The
cowboys walk the land using the hoses to spray the weeds.
Sometimes I help by clearing the hoses as they get tan-
gled in the scrub bushes. One day, we were eating lunch in
the fields out of the PAKINA??? round nested metal lunch
holders that had the rice in the bottom container and stew
or corned beer and onion in the top so the juices did not
make the rice soggy until it was time to eat. Cold coffee
was in mayonnaise jars. Jackie picks a # inch red "berry”
from one of the small plants growing in the field. He
hands it ¢ me and tells me it is a little Chinese tomato and
to try it. Like a fool, I put it in my mouth and bit down on
it.

Instantly my mouth was on fire and I dived for the coffee
jar. Joe, John, Herman, and Jackie were rolling on the
ground in laughter as this city boy from the East Coast
had his first encounter with a chili pepper.

Jackie tells me how they drive the cattle to the
Ulupalakua feedlots. In the old days, they herded the
cattle down the old trail at night under the light of the
full moon. During the day they would catch up on some
sleep but mostly have to stay in the saddle and keep the
cattle from wandering of f and mixing with other cattle
along the way. It took four nights with stops at Kaupd,
Nu'u, Kanaio, and finally Ulupalakua. They ate hard poi that
they had to bring with them. After delivering the cattle,
they turned their horses around and got back to Kipahulu
in one day. They just let the horses follow the trail back
home while the cowboys slept in the saddles with their
heads resting on the pommels. Every once in a while a
horse would snort or sneeze waking them up for a few
minutes.

Jackie also talks of the old days when Wada Store in
Kipahulu sold liquor and food supplies to serve the
community and about the time that the bank in Kipahulu
was robbed. He remembers going into the deserted sugar
mill to eat some of the molasses that still remained.

The old green two-room schoolhouse closed in 1960 but
Japanese men from the other side of Maui would camp
there for a weekend of fishing. In the summer of 1962, I
stayed in the school for almost six weeks. After that,
Francis "Blue” Lono wanted me to stay in Hana with his
family: his wife, Anna, was Joe Kahaleuahi's daughter. So
on August 3, I left Kipahulu to live with Blue Lono in Hana.
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MUSEUM EXHIBITION SCHEDULE

"East Maui Plantation Days”

Opening December 2005 and running until
November 11th 2006

“Hale Noa Pili Mai-Coming Together Through
the Sleeping House"

Opening January 9th 2006 - August 12th 2006
“Storied Places of East Maui”

Opening June 23, 2006 running through
December 2006

"The History of Food in East Maui”

Opening November 18th 2006 running through
June 2007
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Aloha Friday Continues........
Our Aloha Friday Demonstration Program will
start once again in January 2006. Every Friday
up until May 26,2006 The Hana Cultural Cen-
ter will have a local artisan share their gifted
talents with anyone interested in learning.
From Lauhala & Coconut weaving to Leimaking
and Ukulele lessons, this will be a chance for
you to learn and treasure your own creations.
Classes start at 12pm and will run until 4pm,
every Friday. Hope to see you all there.
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Hana Cultural Center would like to Thank the
past Board of Trustees for
dedicating their time while serving our
organization.

Bill Chang
Neta Hanchett-Ching
Coila Eade
Helen- Ann Mahadocon
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CONGRATULATIONS

ROCKY & MEILING

Big Parties are a way of life here on East Maui.
Graduation, baby's first birthday, death and marriage are
celebrated Hawaiian style with an eye to kokua or help the
celebrations honoree. On May 13 2006, a special cultural
event taking place in East Maui will be the wedding of our
own Meiling Rossi to Rocky Hoopai.

In ancient times, the Hawaiian people would gather
together to celebrate auspicious occasions with a feast.
Hawaiians believed that it was important to honor their
gods and to seek their fellowship, help or pardon. They
believed that prosperity should be shared with family and
friends. This celebration was called ‘aha’aina meaning
gathering ('aha) for a meal (‘aina). ‘Referring to these
celebrations as lu'au came much later in 1856 (Pukui-Elbert
Hawaiian Dictionary, 1971). Lu'au, in Hawaiian, means the
young edible leaves of the taro plant. These leaves were
traditionally used to wrap food that was placed in an imu
(underground oven).

Meiling and Rocky have been together more than a decade
and have three, beautiful, keiki-Justice, Puna and Jadelyn.
In ancient Hawaii marriage as we know it today did not
exist. There were strict restrictions on eating but almost
none on love relationships except in the highest classes. For
commoners sleeping together under the same kapa bed
cover meant you were married. The traditional ceremony
known as ho'@o romantically meaning "stay until the dawn."
Ho'do was a taboo or sacred ritual performed only for the
Hawaiian chiefly class or ali'i in order to produce children of
a known lineage. It also refers to the night of the day
called Huna, eleventh night of the month, when the ho'ao
nuptials took place. The Hawaiians' casual approach to

relationships did not produce a romantic paradise. There

are many tales of jealous lovers and unrequited loves in
Hawaiian myths and legends as well as tales of undying love.

The missionaries and immigrants who came to Hawaii
brought with them their cultures, beliefs and customs.
Ka'ahumanu and Keopuolani, the two ali'i who brought about
the overthrow of the eating restrictions, eventually
embraced Christianity and gave up the concept of plural
marriage and young husbands. Many Hawaiians followed
their example. Immigrants from Japan, China, Portugal and
the Philippines came to work the plantations. With inter-
ethnic marriages, various wedding customs became
commonplace.

Rocky & Meiling's wedding will be a blend of multi-ethnic
traditions to show respect for all families, ancestors and
cultures ensuring luck, prosperity and happiness.

Best wishes and blessings to Meiling and Rocky from
Leinaala
&
The Board of Trustees

Now at the
Hana Cultural Center

1922 view of Kipahulu








































